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NRG-BN012 is a clinical study for people who
are planning to receive surgery to treat cancer
that has spread to your brain, called brain
metastases. Currently, patients with brain
metastases receive surgery followed by
radiation to the site of cancer in your brain.
Researchers want to see if giving radiation
before surgery, instead of after surgery, can
improve the length of time without the cancer
in your brain returning, worsening, or causing
scarring in your brain. 

The type of radiation that patients will receive
on NRG-BN012 is called stereotactic
radiosurgery (SRS). SRS delivers a high dose of
radiation only to the small areas of cancer in
the brain and avoids the surrounding normal
brain tissue. But the study approach could also
cause side effects. This study will help the study
doctors find out if this different approach is
better than the usual approach.
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Frequently Asked Questions

MORE INFORMATION

What is a clinical trial?
Clinical trials are research studies that look to find better ways to prevent, diagnose, or treat
disease.

Who can join this study?
People who are 18 and over and are planning to receive surgery for their cancer that has spread
to their brain.   

Am I required to be in this study?
No. Taking part in this study is voluntary. You are free to choose to participate or not to
participate. If you choose to participate in this study, you are able to leave the study at any time.
If you decide not to take part in this study, your doctor will discuss other treatment options with
you.

What are the possible treatments? 
If you decide to take part in the study, you will be assigned to one of two possible study groups.
Half the participants will be in one group and half in the second group. Participants in both
groups will get a type of radiation called stereotactic radiosurgery (SRS). SRS delivers a high dose
of radiation only to the small areas of cancer in the brain and avoids the surrounding normal
brain tissue. 

Participants in one group will receive the radiation treatment after surgery to remove one of the
sites of cancer (usual approach).

Participants assigned to the second group will receive the radiation treatments before surgery
(study approach). 

How long will I  be in this study?
If you have SRS before surgery, it will be given as a single treatment over one day (or in some
cases a few days) as an outpatient procedure, and you will go back to the hospital another day for
surgery. 

If you have SRS after surgery, you will go back another day for the SRS. 

After your surgery, your doctor will continue to follow your condition and watch you for side
effects every 3 months for 2 years, then every 6 months for 2 years. This means your study doctor
will see you for 4 years after your surgery. 

Are there side effects?
There may be some. The most common side effects of brain stereotactic radiosurgery include
pain or discomfort during the procedure from a head frame or tight mask or the development of
the same cancer in other areas of the brain. Your doctor will review all potential side effects with
you.

Visit the National Cancer Institute website at https://www.cancer.gov for more information
about studies or general information about cancer. 

You may also call: 1-(800)-4-CANCER (1-800-422-6237).

https://www.cancer.gov/

