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Summary of Research Results for NRG-BN007: Testing the use of the 

immunotherapy drugs ipilimumab and nivolumab plus radiation 

therapy compared to the usual treatment (temozolomide and radiation 

therapy) for newly diagnosed MGMT unmethylated glioblastoma 

 

Introduction 

This summary reviews the main results of the study. There may be benefits and risks to learning 

study results. A benefit for some people is knowing that they contributed to the research and 

their participation is appreciated. Another benefit is what was learned from the study may help 

them make decisions about their health care now or in the future. 

For some people, a risk is getting results that make them feel distressed or remember a difficult 

time in their lives. Some people may feel upset about the study results if the study did not help 

their condition.  

Please talk with your doctor about any questions you may have about this summary. Your 

doctor can help explain these results to you in relation to your medical concerns.  

NRG Oncology thanks you for your participation in this research. Your participation has helped 

us learn about and advance cancer care. 

Background of the study   

This study looked at whether using two special medicines, called immunotherapy, with radiation 

helps people with brain cancer more than the usual treatment, which is radiation and another 

kind of medicine called chemotherapy. The researchers wanted to see which treatment would 

keep this type of cancer from growing for a longer time. 

What did the study involve? 

After joining the study, people were put into one of two groups by random choice. 

• Group 1 got the usual treatment: radiation and a medicine called temozolomide for 6 

weeks. Then, they got more temozolomide once a month for up to a year. 

• Group 2 got radiation and two immunotherapy medicines called ipilimumab and 

nivolumab for 6 weeks. 
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What were the major findings of the study? 

The study found that using the medicines ipilimumab and nivolumab with radiation did not help 

stop brain cancer from growing more quickly than the usual treatment with radiation and 

temozolomide. Because of this, the study will not move on to the next phase. No new safety 

problems were found. Scientists are still looking at test results and keeping track of how long 

people live. 

Are there any steps that may need to be taken at this time or in the future for 

those who participated in the study? 

For participants in this study, there are no immediate or long-term steps that need to be 

considered because of these findings. All participants in this study have completed their 

treatment and should be followed by their doctor.  

What did the researchers learn that will be helpful to other people with this 

condition? 

The researchers learned that the new treatment using ipilimumab and nivolumab did not 

help stop brain cancer from growing faster than the usual treatment with temozolomide. Even 

though they tried to make the study fair by not allowing certain medicines (like steroids) at the 

beginning, the new treatment still didn’t work better.  

Other studies also showed that ipilimumab and nivolumab don’t work well for this kind of brain 

cancer. The usual medicine, temozolomide, still helped a little, even in patients who were 

thought to not benefit from it.  

The researchers are still checking the data to see if any small group of patients might have 

benefited from the new treatment. 

 

Who can I contact for further information?  

Please talk with your doctor about any questions or concerns you may have about this 

summary. Further details about the design, conduct and results of this study are available at 

www.clinicaltrials.gov.  

 

List of publications with references that were generated from this study. 

1. https://ascopubs.org/doi/10.1200/JCO-25-00618 
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