Health Care Access Committee (HCA) Special Interest Groups (SIG)

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) are the lifeblood of the HCA and provide the organizational structure to support
HCA achieve its charge to understand and address health care access in an effort to reduce the unequal burden
of cancer in the US. SIGs meet monthly (or more often as needed) and are organized around four topical
themes aligned with supporting the HCA COMMITTEE mission.

Older Adult Research

Older adults experience a high burden of cancer but are often not represented in cancer research. The focus of
the Older Adult Research SIG is to develop concepts that address issues that can improve care and the
experience of older adults with cancer. The Older Adult SIG has developed therapeutic studies in older adults
with breast and head and neck cancers, as well as trials looking at chemotherapy completion rates, pre-
operative assessment, and post-operative outcomes in older women with gynecologic cancers.

Research Concept Development (RCD)

The Research Concept Development (RCD) SIG is the primary home for developing concepts and protocols that
address health care access in cancer care outcomes among special populations. Populations of interest include
but are not limited to health care access in different groups, older adults, people with cancer living in rural
areas, and sex-specific patients, and other medically different groups. In so doing, the RCD provides support
and mentorship for developing concepts and processing them through NCORP approval. In addition to
providing a forum to discuss investigator-initiated concepts from HCA Committee members, the RCD serves to
enhance the pipeline of health care access-focused concepts by providing a platform for discussion of
developing concepts from NCORP pilot projects and NRG Oncology/NCORP Health Care Access fellows. Finally,
the RCD works with NRG research committees and working groups to develop projects that leverage existing
NRG Oncology and NCORP datasets to enhance health care access through ancillary data requests.

Education and Advancement

Barriers continue to hamper enrollment into cancer clinical trials of groups medically different groups
including, but not limited to older adults, health care access in different groups, rural populations, and the sec-
specific communities. This SIG will continue our work in enrollment related to health care access of different
groups to NRG Oncology CTEP and NCORP trials. Activities include 1) assist investigators with protocol
development to minimize differences in enrollment and address challenges to accrual of different populations
in ongoing studies, 2) review trial accrual reports broken down by medically different groups such as sex-
specific and age to provide feedback and support to investigators as needed, 3) provide guidance to study
teams developing protocols with a cancer health care access endpoint 4) plan and host a yearly health care
access workshop at the NRG Oncology meeting, 5) support a multidisciplinary workforce by implementation of
a mentorship program in NRG Oncology, and 6) provide additional educational activities to the NRG Oncology
community to promote care access in cancer care.

Rural Research

Where a person lives matters to their health. Individuals living in rural areas experience unique and challenging
obstacles related to cancer screening, treatment, and symptom support. The Rural Health SIG leverages the
network of NRG NCORP sites that serve rural residents to determine research priorities. With these priorities,
the SIG be focused on developing concepts targeted to improve the care and experience of individuals living in
rural areas related to cancer. Opportunities to adapt evidence-based interventions in academic settings to
testing in rural communities are also a priority.
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