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I. Introduction 
NRG Oncology seeks to ensure that the patient perspective is an integral part of its 
collaborative research environment.  Patient Advocates (PAs) serve as members of the 
Patient Advocate Committee (PAC) and represent the patients’ viewpoints when 
concepts and protocols are being developed and monitored, as well as at review 
committees where their presence and input has been requested.  
 

II. The Role of an NRG Oncology Patient Advocate 
NRG Oncology PAs are knowledgeable about the committees for which they volunteer. 
Advocates who are/have been a cancer survivor, caretaker, and/or leader within a 
related advocacy organization are strongly preferred. We seek those with first-hand 
experience which allows them to represent the patient perspective. NRG PAs are valued 
for their front-line experiences and unique perspectives on cancer diagnosis, treatment, 
and survivorship issues.  They are knowledgeable about their disease-site area(s) and 
trained to review clinical research protocols and concepts for the purposes of providing 
the “voice” of the patient on their NRG Oncology clinical research team.  Experience with 
clinical trials is preferred but not required.  PAs use their diverse skill sets to bring the 
message of clinical trials to their respective communities and advocacy organizations. 
 

III. Composition of the Patient Advocate Committee 
The PAC will be composed of members from diverse backgrounds to foster inclusion 
and equity to NRG Oncology’s clinical research.  The committee leadership consists of a 
chair and two vice chairs.  Committee leaders are responsible for: 
 

a. Notifying committee leaders of vacancies and publicly advertising open positions 
for better inclusion and diversity.  

b. Appointing new members to the PAC by evaluating applications and making 
selections which allow for inclusiveness and diversity relative to members’ ages, 
racial distribution, backgrounds, and types of relevant experience. 

c. Establishing working groups as needed.  

One PA will be assigned to each of the protocol-generating committees, as well as non-
disease site, scientific core committees, as requested.  With approval from the NRG 
Executive Director, a committee may request two core members to balance a high 
volume of work.  These PAs are the “Core” voting members of the PAC.  Per the NRG 
Oncology Committee Structure and Membership Guidance Policy, these Patient 
Advocates serve as the representative committee liaisons and thus, a voting member of 
the committee to which they are assigned.  

Responsibilities of “Core” Membership: 

 Complete training and participate in educational opportunities when available. 
 Meet the PAC membership standards as described below. 
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 Participate in educational opportunities around advocacy.  
 Mentor general PAC members on the role of an NRG PA.  

“General” membership of the PAC will be constituted to support broader communication 
and leverage engagement with representative communities and advocacy organizations.   

Responsibilities of “General” Membership: 

 Attend PAC meetings in person or virtually. 
 Complete training and participate in educational opportunities when available. 
 Communicate with the core member of the assigned committee(s) for which they 

wish to support and volunteer.  
 Participate in community outreach.  

 
IV. Membership Standards 

a. Patient Advocates are required to attend at least one of the quarterly Patient 
Advocate Committee meetings each year, whether virtually or in person. Core 
members will establish an appropriate meeting schedule and level of activity with 
the leadership of their assigned committee(s).   

b. Core Committee Assignments: Core committee PAs must have the willingness 
and ability to serve at least one two-year term.  

c. Protocol-specific Assignments: A PA, whether a core or general member, may be 
asked to champion a specific protocol.  They will liaise with the chair of that 
committee or working group to determine their role to enhance the group’s 
effectiveness. 

d. Community Outreach:  
i. Advocates who champion specific protocols, whether core or general 

members, should actively support the initiative by building awareness of 
trials through social media and personal networks.  

ii. They may leverage the organizations they represent to engage with 
hospitals and clinics by bringing the results of NRG Oncology trials to 
their communities.  

iii. PAs will support the initiative of increasing accrual in underserved and 
underrepresented populations.  

iv. PAs may participate in developing or reviewing patient educational 
materials or videos related to NRG Oncology in general or protocols in 
particular. 

v. Finally, they suggest or contribute to activities which may be incorporated 
into an accrual success plan. 

 
V. Patient Advocate Committee Meetings 

a. The Patient Advocate Committee holds quarterly meetings.  Two regular 
meetings occur at each NRG semiannual meetings. Two interim meetings are 
held via teleconference during May and October of each year.  

b. Core PAC members will attend at least one of the PAC quarterly meetings each 
year.  Their travel is supported by NRG. 

c. General members may opt to attend PAC meetings virtually.  Their travel will not 
be supported by NRG Oncology. 
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VI. Committee Rotation 
Given the specialized nature of the assignment, and training received by the PAC, 
mentors, and their assigned committees, the PAC will endeavor to establish general 
members who can be developed into core member PAs. When core-member vacancies 
arise, the committee will seek from within the committee before broadcasting. The 
committee will solicit applications via separate mechanisms from the annual call for 
committee membership. The PAC leadership will have a six-year term limit with a two-
term maximum.  


